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fendments to the Specification: 




Please amend the Title to read: 



REPRODUCING APPARATUS 



Please insert the following paragraphs on page 5, after line 17: 

The first present invention is a reproducing apparatus, comprising: 

a reproducing unit that extracts, from a recording medium in which signals that have 

same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different conditions, and record 
management information that denotes a mutual association between said signals that have 
the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different conditions are recorded, 
respectively, any of said signals: 

a decoding unit that decodes any of said signals extracted from said recording 

medium: and 

a recording unit that records, in correspondence to said record management 

information, reproduction management information including reproduction middle 
information that denotes middle of a reproduction of signals from said recording medium. 

The second present invention is the reproducing apparatus according to the first 

present invention, wherein said recording unit records said reproduction management 
information on said recording medium. 

The third pr esent invention is the reproducing apparatus acco rding to the first 

present invention, further comprising a built-in flash memory, 

wherein said reproduction management information is recorded on said flash 

memory. 
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PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent in 
a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the 
filing of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an 
international patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in 
countries where patent protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from 
specific foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO 
must issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent 
application serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The applications filing receipt contains further 
information and guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 
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matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
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Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 0)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
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NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12 if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application If 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5 15(b) 
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Filing (37 CFR 1;16 (e)) 

(37 CFR 1.63) required) 



Attorney Docket Number: 



First Named Inventor 



J^TS-3472US 



Masanori ITOH 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 



Application Number: 



Filing Date: 



Art Unit: 



Examiner Name: 



To Be Assigned 



Herewith 




I hereby declare that: ~ ~ — — 

Each inventor's residence, mailing address, and citizenship are as stated below next to their name 

IX^on^ enmie'd bel ° W * ^ ^ ° ri ° lnaI ^ °' ^ 8UbJe0t ma " er Whi ° h ls daimed and for which a ^ ls 



REPRODUCING APPARATUS 



the specification of which 
I I ' is attached hereto 
OR 



(Title of the Invention) 



S3 w as filed on (MM/DD/YYYY) 07/11/2003 as United States Application or PCT International Application Number PCT/JP03/08891 - 

TZZ^r-^r (M 'T ,/ ° D/Y ( y YY | , < if aPP«°able). I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above 

denlified specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to above. 

=,nnn!T led9e "T fW 1 diS ?° Se information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56, including for continuation-in-part 

KSSS r 1- T 3 W T' Ch ^ Came aVaNable betWee " the filin9 date of the P rior application and the national or PCT international 
Ming date of the continuation-in-part application. 



hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). or 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent, inventor's or plant 
breeders rights cert,ncate(s). or 365(a) of any PCT international application which designated at feast one countr^ -other \han"he UnLd States 

iSTScLt; f 6lOW a " d ' aVe a ' S0 idenUfied be,OW ' ^ cocking the box, any foreign application for patent, inventor's or p ant breeder? 
1gnts certificate(s). or anv PCT ntarnainnai anniw-ofi™ Kow»™ ^ ftu.™ iu-^ru \ 1 



Prior Foreign Application 
Number(s) 


Country 


Foreign Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 


Priority Not 
Claimed 


Certified Copy Attached? 
Yes No 


2002-203838 


JAPAN 


07/12/2002 


□ 


□ 










□ 


□ 


□ 








□ 


□ 


□ 








□ 


□ 


□ 



' numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet attached hereto 
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Declaration/Power Of Attorney for Utility or Design Patent Application 

(continued) 



hereby appoint: 

3 Practitioners at Customer Number 23122 

ZD Practitioner(s) named below: 




Name 


Registration Number 



















s my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above, and to transact all business in the United States 
atent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 



Hrect all correspondence to: 



Practitioners Customer Number listed above; OR 
Correspondence Address Below 



lame: 



RatnerPrestia 



.ddress: P. O. Box 980 



ity: 


Valley Forge 


State: PA 


Zip: 


19482 


ountry: 


USA 


Telephone: (610)407-0700 


Fax: 


(610) 407-0701 



hereby dec are that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
elief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
<e so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may 
opardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



lame of Sole or First Inventor: 



Given Name (first and middle (if any)) 



Masanori 



□ A Petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor. 



Family Name or Surname 



ITOH 



iventor's Signature 



Date: Decem b er 22, 2004 



Evidence: City: Osaka 



State: 



Country: JAPAN 



Citizenship: JAPAN 



ailing Address: 6-fMishi-2-320, So tojima-cho, Moi iguchi-shi" 

ailing Address: 



ty: 



Osaka 



State: 



zip: 576-0096 



Country: JAPAN 



D Additional inventors are listed on the next 



page. 
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